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One of our young people’s favourite 

songs at Junior Church and Messy 

Church is ‘Our God is a great big 

God..... and he holds us in his 

hands’. 

Is God concerned about the details 

of our lives?  Does He care about 

the little things? 

Of course he does.  The Bible says 

He has compassion for His people.  

But isn’t that a kind of an arm’s 

length sort of compassion, like a 

multi-millionaire might feel as he 

writes a cheque for a poor child  

living on the other side of the world? 

NO.  God’s compassion is the  

intimate, heartfelt compassion of a 

father.  He is not so preoccupied 

with running the universe that our 

concerns, even the little ones, some-

how escape His notice. 

So if your problems are starting to 

pile up at the beginning of this New 

Year – so high that you feel ready to 

stumble under the weight of them - 

stop right now and take St Peter’s 

good advice ‘to cast all your anxiety 

and cares upon God, because he 

cares for you’.   

Happy New Year and every blessing 

for 2014. 

 

Susan 

EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION 

a request from the minister 
 
Several times in the last few months it has come to my attention 
that we do not have contact details for family members should 
an emergency arise eg if someone takes ill in church.  There 
was a recent incident when the police were in touch to see if we 
had contact details for one of our regular members. 
 

Due to these circumstances, it would be helpful if we had  
contact details should an emergency occur.  Your elder will be 
calling shortly with your communion invitation along with a 
form to complete and return to the church office, should you 
wish us to hold this information. I would stress that these  
details would be strictly confidential and only for church or the 
emergency services should the need arise.  We are doing this 
for no other reason than to show that we care for one another. 

This happy group of Church Members has just completed a thorough clean of 

the inside of our Church. Because we were doing it together, it did not seem to 

be a chore - in fact it was a very sociable morning. Please feel free to join us 

next time! 

With the start of the second half of our new session there is much to look  
forward to. The afternoon guild will have a visit from some ladies from the 
church choir, a talk on Verdant Works and an entertaining afternoon of music 
and monologues.  In the evening we will be exploring our theme ‘A Fellowship 
to Build’, and having talks on ‘The Care of the Elderly’, ‘The Lifeboat Mona’ 
and ‘Guide Dogs for the Blind’.  In particular we would like you to take note of 
our fund raising evening on the 18th February which will be a Cheese and 
Wine with some musical entertainment. 
Details of all meetings can be found on the Hall notice board.  As usual every-
one is welcome to all our events. Any questions phone Chris Johnston 477739 

GUILD NEWS 



Worship every Sunday at 10.30am 
Evening Service last Sunday of 
the month at 6.30pm in the hall. 
Wednesday Services at 12 noon  
in the Church 
 

Congregational Board and or Kirk  
Session meet the last Tuesday of  
the month at 7.15pm in the hall. 
  
Morning Prayers held each Tuesday  
at 9.30am in the Session Room  
during term time. 
 
Messy Church held on the last  
Saturday of the month at 4pm  
in the hall. 

A WEEK IN OUR CHURCH 
Please contact the Church Office 
for further details 

 

Sunday at 10.30am  
Morning Service  
Junior Church  
Chi-Rho      
Creche 
Monday   
Badminton 2pm 
Scottish Country Dancing  7.30pm 
Tuesday   
Prayer meeting  
(in the Session Room) 9.30am  
Afternoon Guild (monthly) 2.30pm 
Evening Guild (fortnightly) 7.30pm 
Wednesday  
Short Service 12 noon 
Café 12.30pm 
Bible study 1.30pm 
Social Club 1.45pm 
Thursday  
Badminton 2pm 
Bible Study 7.30pm 
Book Club (2nd Thursday of each month) 

Saturday 
Messy Church (monthly) 4-5.30pm 

 
 
 

 

 

 WHAT’S ON 

 

Church Register 

FEBRUARY 

Tuesday 4 at 2pm 
Service in Shiell Court (All welcome) 
Tuesday 11 at 7pm in (Room 1) 
Guild Committee 
Thursday 13 at 2pm (Room 1) 
Book Club 
Tuesday 18 at 7.30pm (Hall) 
Guild Fundraising evening 
Tuesday 18 at 7.30pm (Room 1) 
Finance Committee meeting 
Saturday 22 at 4pm (Hall) 
Messy Church 
Sunday 23 at 10.30am 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 
Tuesday 25 at 2.30pm (Hall) 
Afternoon Guild  
Tuesday 25 at 7.15pm (Hall) 
Congregational Board  
 
MARCH 
Tuesday 4 at 2pm  
Service at Shiell Court (All welcome) 
Friday 7  
World Day of Prayer 
Saturday 8 at 10am (Hall) 
Volunteer SafeguardingTraining Day 
Tuesday 11 at 10am (Room 1) 
Care Team meeting 
Tuesday 11 at 7pm (Room 1) 
Guild Committee 
Thursday 13 at 2pm (Room 1) 
Book Club 
Sunday 16 after the service (Hall) 
Church A.G.M. 
Tuesday 18 at 7.30pm (Hall) 
Guild A.G.M. 
Tuesday 25 at 2.30pm (Hall) 
Afternoon Guild 
Tuesday 25 at 7.15pm (Hall) 
Kirk Session 
 
APRIL 

Saturday 5  
Wedding 
Thursday 10 at 2pm (Room 1) 
Book Club 
Saturday 19 at 4pm (Foyer) 
Messy Church 

Baptisms:  
It has been a pleasure to welcome to our 
Church Family: 
Ruby Robertson 
Samuel Colston 
Harry Ducat 
Saul Fenemore 
 

 

New Members: 
We welcome to our congregation: 
David Reid (Alexander Gordon Dr) 
Maureen Cane (King St) 
 

 

Funerals: We remember with thanks- 
giving those who have died recently  
and we offer their relatives our prayerful 
sympathy. 
 

Linda Stark (Reres Gdns) 
Florrie Adams (Collingwood St)
Alistair Williamson (Carnoustie) 
Margaret Millar (St Maryõs Home) 
James Appleyard (Abernethy Rd) 
Jack Longair (Lochleven) 
David Johnstone (Bridge St) 

Lifts to Church 
 

February 
2 John Grocott 779581 
  Lindsay Foulis 774851 
9 Steve Johnston 477739 
  Chris Johnston 477739 
16 Jack Robertson 776955 
  Margaret McRae 776848 
23 Alister Lockhart 776308 
  Bob Blacklaws 775311 
March 
2 Bill Barr  776103 
  Lindsay Darroch 738224 
9 George Cowieson 778757 
  Anne McPhail 775444 
16  Ian Meach  776542 
  Joyce Meach 776542 
23 Stan Hutcheson 779250 
  Ishbel Argo  779054 
30   John Grocott 779581 
  Lindsay Foulis 774851 
April 
6  Steve Johnston 477739 
  Chris Johnston 477739 
13 Jack Robertson 776955 
  Margaret McRae 776848 

This year our lectionary readings will 
focus on Matthew’s Gospel.  Over 
these next weeks we will consider 
how Matthew’s experience of a frag-
ile Christian community encourages 
us to work for the kingdom to come 
in our world today. 
 
February                                                                                                                                                    
16  – 1 Corinthians 3:1-9;  Matthew 
5:21-37 
23 – 1 Corinthians 3:10-11,16-23; 
Matthew 5:38-48 
 
March 
  2 – Exodus 24:12-18; Matthew 17:1
-9 
  9 – Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7; Mat-
thew 4:1-11 
16  – Genesis 12:1-4a; John 3:1-17 
23 – Exodus 17:1-7; John 4:5-42 
30 – 1Samuel 16:1-13; John 9:1-41  

 Scripture Readings  

Chi-Rho 
On Sunday 12 January the leaders 
held a games and pizza night in the 
Church Hall for the Chi Rho Group. 
We had carpet bowls and a twister 
quiz game but the best game of all 
was the hat game. The group deco-
rated their own pizzas and we all 
enjoyed eating them after the 
games. A very enjoyable time was 
had by all and we plan to organise 
another night sometime in March. 

Save the Date 
 

SILENT AUCTION 
 

Wednesday 14 May 2014  
in the hall 

 

Further details to follow. 



4pm to 5.30pm on 
22 February 

29 March 

19 April (note change of date) 

COME AND JOIN 
US IN THE HALL Susan has now completed the first 

five years of her Ministry. During 
this time she has used her many 
personal gifts to encourage us to 
join her on the journey of faith. In 
so doing she has made Barnhill St 
Margaretõs a happy and welcoming 
place where people can gather to 
worship God and share fellowship. 
Susan has been supported through-
out by Bill who prefers to work 
quietly in the background. We feel 
blessed to have them both and 
want them to know how much we 
value their presence among us. 

First Five Years . . . 
Susan has received a letter of thanks 
from the Salvation Army for our  
donation of £235. This money was 
collected from contributions to the 
POSADA and it will be used to help 
homeless people living at  
Strathmore Lodge. 
 
A cheque for £1432 was sent to 
Christian Aid for their Emergency 
Syrian Appeal. Members of the  
Congregation and the Community 
gave generously to this worthy 
cause at the Christmas Services. 
 
As a Congregation we continue to 
support Starter Packs and the Food-
bank and we will shortly be asking 
for contributions to the Maryõs Meals 
Project which benefits children who 
have suffered from war, poverty, 
famine or natural disaster. 
 
A group of our Members attends 
Monifieth High School each week to 
give one to one help to pupils who 
require assistance. This service is 
much appreciated and those who 
have volunteered to help also benefit 
from contact with the young people. 
Two Coffee Mornings have been 

planned by Monifieth High School 

pupils to raise money for their forth-

coming trip to India. Both events 

will be held in our Church Hall. The 

first Coffee Morning is on 8 February 

and the second is on March 22.  More 

details will follow. 

Snippets . . . 

The Café has restarted after our break 

and we are busy as usual. We are,  

however, still short of waiting staff and 

would gladly welcome anyone willing to 

help out for roughly 4 hours once every 

5 weeks. Please get in touch with me on 

07732035712 or email me on  

Debbie.mclean@blueyonder.co.uk 

We are open every Wednesday during 

term time from 12:30pm ï 3pm serving 

soup, sandwiches, pudding and a won-

derful selection of home baked cakes. 

Please feel free to pop in for lunch. 

Debbie McLean 

The Café 

Peter Munro our Property Convener 
never has to look for a job. In addi-
tion to his usual building and electri-
cal skills he has now added brass 
cleaning and organ turning to his 
lengthy C V. Organists have found it 
difficult to see what is happening in 
the Church ð particularly at Wed-
dings and Funerals  - and the origi-
nal position of the keyboard made it 
difficult to get the volume of the  
organ balanced. Hopefully Peterõs 
latest efforts will solve these prob-
lems. We thank him for his diligence 
and enthusiasm. 

Those who were at our Christmas Eve 

Christingle service will know that our 20 

year old organ chose that occasion to 

develop a fault which resulted in some 

very strange sounds, putting it out of 

action for the midnight service. 

 

Fortunately the cause of our problem 

was easily solved before the following 

Sunday and while tracing the fault we 

were able to investigate the organ instal-

lation more fully than had been possible 

until now. This revealed a faulty  

connection to the loudspeakers in the 

gallery above the organ console which 

have been compromising the sound, 

possibly for several years. Turning  

adversity to advantage, we decided to 

make some changes, suggested by Bill 

Ford, to improve the environment for the 

organist. The playing position, deeply 

recessed within the organ niche,  

significantly muffled higher frequencies 

and made it difficult to judge subtleties 

of volume and tone. The organist's view 

outwards was also considerably  

restricted. 

 

After some simple changes to the wiring 

of the organ it has been turned  

completely around and both Stewart and 

Bill have noticed a great improvement. 

 

Music from CDs is now a regular part of 

our services. The choir has been at some 

disadvantage because this was not an-

ticipated when the sound system was 

installed and there was no proper  

provision for replaying recorded sound 

within the chancel. Extra loudspeakers 

for this purpose have been placed above 

the organ and there is now a good  

balance of recorded sound throughout 

the church.    Peter Munro 

PROPERTY NEWS 

OUR CHURCH  
ANNUAL STATED MEETING 

will take place  

in the hall after our service on 

SUNDAY 16 MARCH 

A considerable amount of main- 
tenance around the church buildings 
is done be volunteers, mostly using 
our own tools brought from home. 
Through donations and purchase, 
we have also acquired some tools 
which are now kept at the church, 
but it would be useful to have some 
more items. 

If anyone has surplus, good quality, 
hand tools which they would be 
willing to contribute, could they 
please contact Peter Munro on Tel. 
778462 or by email -  
munropm@googlemail.com 

APPEAL FOR TOOLS 

Organ now Repaired 

mailto:Debbie.mclean@blueyonder.co.uk


The Ministerôs telephone  
number is 

01382 779278 

  Barnhill St Margaretôs  

Parish Church Office  

Telephone 737294  SCO11017 

News from the Philippines  

Can you help the 
needy in our city by 
bringing along a tin 
of food to church 
each week? 

DUNDEE FOODBANK  

If we all brought along ONE tin a 
week then we would have over 200 
items to donate.  

What are your thoughts like? 
  
True, noble, right, pure, lovely, admi-
rable, excellent, praiseworthy?  Al-
ways?  Or..... maybe not. 
  
Phil Green encourages us to face the 
battle of our thought-life as we take a 
40 day Bible challenge to let Godõs 
Words renew our mind and trans-
form our lives. 
  
The book costs £5.99 and can be 
bought locally at CLC or online. 
  
I will be reading this book throughout 
Lent.  Are you ready to join me? 

  

LENT CHALLENGE  

Network Deadline 
All copy to be in by 

Friday 14 March 

You can tell by looking at this  
picture that January 1st was a very 
cold day! 
Susan, who was introduced by Joyce 
McIntosh, attended the event ð not 
to swim ð but to name a new boat 
after Netta Spence who is a long 
time member of the Phibbies.  Once 
again this event was used as an op-
portunity to raise money to benefit 
others. We congratulate them all. 

 

Christmas has been a busy time.  It 
may have been school holidays but I 
have been helping August with his 
ministries. He is now Acting Senior 
Pastor at Nagassican along with his 
new post of Youth Pastor for the 
District. 
On Christmas Day our niece ‘Jewel’ 
was one year old and this was 
marked by her dedication.  That was 
a very special day for the family. 
On Boxing Day we headed to a 
Youth Camp north of Manila at Zam-
bales. This camp was organised by 
Ron and Joanna.  August was in-
vited to be the main speaker.  Many 
teenagers from the Tondo Dump 
were sponsored by people in the UK 
to attend the camp.  We all had a 
super time and for many of these 
youngsters it was the first time they 
had been out of Manila, the first time 
they had been on a beach. 

Vivien, August, Ron, Joanna & Baby Eli 

August and I had great difficulty  
getting home after the camp.  Being 
the holidays, buses were not run-
ning. We had to take a van part of 
the way and waited several hours for 
a bus.  After a couple of hours we 
gave up and went to stay in a hotel.  
The following morning we managed 
to get a ‘jeepnee’ which took 7 hours 
to get us home. We were ever so 
glad to see our wee house again. 
Here are some photos of the gifts 
purchased by St Margaret’s for the 
prisoners and the squatter’s camp.  
We gave some money to the chil-
dren’s home for presents but as we 
were away at the Youth Camp we 
weren’t there this year to see them 

opening their gifts.I now have a per-

manent visa and August is going 
through the process of getting his 

holiday visa to come home for Craig 

and Linseyôs wedding in April.  It is a  

 

August handing out gifts at the Squatters Camp 

New Yearõs Day dook !  

difficult process ï  we have had to 

send copies of Mum and Dadôs pass-
ports, copies of their bank accounts 

to show that they can support us 
while we are in the UK, a copy of the 

wedding invitation too - so please 

remember us in your prayers.  
It is almost 4 years since I have 

been home to Barnhill.  I am looking 
forward to seeing you all and intro-

ducing you to August. 
With love from Vivien and August x 

MARYõS MEALS  
BACKPACK PROJECT 

It is now time to start preparing the back-
packs . A list of the items required is on the 
noticeboard in the hall and the main door of 
the church.  You do not have to provide a 
complete backpack as any of the items will 
make a difference to a needy child.  Thank 
you. 


